Peri-operative dreaming in paediatric patients who receive suxamethonium.
A prospective study is described of peri-operative dreaming in 144 paediatric patients aged 5-14 years who received suxamethonium for day case surgery. No case of awareness was elicited. One group received pretreatment with 80 micrograms/kg [corrected] tubocurarine. The incidence of dreaming in the 72 patients who were not pretreated was 16.7% compared with 2.8% in the patients pretreated with tubocurarine. This difference is statistically significant. The use of an intermittent suxamethonium technique gives a high incidence of dreaming which may be caused by muscle spindle discharge that produces cerebral arousal. Pretreatment with a non-depolarizing agent decreases this risk of dreaming.